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Each stage offers at least one dedicated vantage point that allows you to cheer for the riders on their long journey. 
Every clapped hand and every cheered encouragement will find a welcome home and add to the magic along the 
route. The vantage points have been chosen for their accessibility. In the interest of the safety of the riders, please 
stick to the directions provided and do not attempt to access the route from any other points. A team whose 
supporters follow the route will face disqualification. 
Unless otherwise noted, all vantage points are at water points. Please note that riders are not allowed to receive 
outside assistance, other than your cheering and moral support (outside assistance includes assisting with bike 
maintenance, water and nutrition support and physically assisting riders). 
 
����

������������������������� ��� ���� ���� Knysna – George (Saturday 29th March 2008) 

 
 
Vantage Point 1  – Karatara Forest Station 
Riders will still be on a ‘high’ from an exhilarating technical downhill section, followed by a fast gravel road taking 
them to water point 2. 

How to get there 
*Expected driving time is 45 minutes from the start and 60 minutes to the finish. 
 

·  From Knysna, take the N2 for ±19km in the direction of Cape Town. Turn right on the Ruigtevlei road. 
·  After ±17.5km you will reach Barrington, take a left at the T-junction 
·  Drive 2.6km to the vantage point at Karatara.   

 
Vantage point 2  – Hoekwil 
Make sure to leave this vantage point shortly after you have seen your team come through to make it through to the 
finish line on time for their arrival. You will not be allowed to continue travelling on t he 7 passes road  and will 
have to go via Wilderness and take the N2 to George.  

How to get there 
*Expected driving time is 50 minutes from the start and 40 minutes to the finish. 
 

·  From the N2, take the road to Hoekwil ±3km on the Knysna side of Wilderness 
·  Cross the Serpentine and proceed for 8.5km to Hoekwil where you will find Vantage Point 2. 
·  Alternatively if you will be coming from the first vantage point continue on the 7 passes road until you reach 

vantage point 2 the direct way, while riders veer off onto more rugged terrain. 
 
 Vantage Point 2  

Leaders: 10h50 
Middle: 13h15 
Back: 15h10 

Vantage Point 1  
Leaders: 09h55 
Middle: 11h30 
Back: 12 h50 



������������������������������������ George - Calitzdorp (Sunday 30th March 2008) 
 

 
 
Vantage Point 1  – Herold 

This is an easily accessible vantage point off the N9. Riders will have mastered their first challenge of the 
day, Montagu Pass and had time to recover on the long downhill section leading them to the first water 
point of the day. 

How to get there 
*Expected driving time is 40 minutes from the start and 80 minutes to the finish. 
 

·  From the Centre of George, take the N9 to Oudtshoorn and Uniondale.  
·  Drive over the Outeniqua Pass for 24.5km to the junction of the N12.  
·  Continue with the N9 towards Uniondale for ±9km to the vantage point on your left hand side. 

 
Vantage point 2  – Kandelaarsrivier 

Parking is very limited at this vantage point, expect to walk several hundred meters. Please ensure to pull 
off the road completely to not obstruct any traffic. To continue from the vantage point to the Calitzdorp 
Spa, make sure to return to the R62. Turn left towards Calitzdorp and take the first turnoff on the R62, 
signposted Calizdorp Spa. 
 
How to get there 
*Expected driving time is 60 minutes from the start and 60 minutes to the finish. 
 

·  Leave Oudtshoorn on the R62. After 2.5km turn left onto the R328 to Mossel Bay.  
·  You will reach the vantage point after 12.5km. 

 
 
 Vantage Point 2  

Leaders: 10h00 
Middle: 11h40 
Back: 13h0 0 

Vantage Point 1  
Leaders: 08h30 
Middle: 09h30 
Back: 10h30  
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Vantage Point 1  – R323 

In order to avoid having spectators and cyclists travelling on the same backcountry roads, there is only 
one vantage point on today’s stage. Please note that there will be no vehicle access over Rooiberg 
Pass and to get to Riversdale you will have to go via Ladismith. 
 
How to get there 
*Expected driving time is 80 minutes from the start and 40 minutes to the finish. 
 

·  From Calitzdorp Spa , take the R62 to Ladismith. 
·  Continue along the R62 until you get to the turn off of the R323 to Riversdale (do NOT take the 

R327 to Herbertsdale!) 
·  From the turn off onto the R323 continue for approx. 45km and you will reach the vantage point at 

the foot of Garcia Pass. 
·  If you are coming from Riversdale , take the R323 towards Ladismith. Drive over Garcia 

Pass for ±26km to the Vantage Point at the junction. 
 

 
 
 

Vantage Point 1  
Leaders: 11h00 
Middle: 13h30 
Back: 15h0 0 



��������������������������� ��������� Riversdale – Swellendam (Tuesday 1st April 2008) 

 
 
Vantage Point 1  – Heart Break Hill #2, Grootvadersbosch  

How to get there 
*Expected driving time is 40 minutes from the start and 50 minutes to the finish. 
 

·  From Heidelberg, take the R322 North-West towards Suurbraak.  
·  Proceed for 15km and turn right towards Grootvadersbosch Nature Reserve.  
·  The vantage point is 2.7km up the road. 
 
 

Vantage Point 2  – Suurbraak 

This water point promises to be one of the most festive along the route. The quaint little village of 
Suurbraak is no stranger to the Absa Cape Epic and the locals are known for their loyal support of the 
riders. 

How to get there 
*Expected driving time is 60 minutes from the start and 30 minutes to the finish. 

 
·  From Heidelberg, proceed 30km towards Swellendam. 
·  Take the road to the right heading North to Suurbraak.  
·  After 11km you will reach Suurbraak where the vantage point is situated. 

 
 

Vantage Point 1  
Leaders: 09h15 
Middle: 10h25 
Back: 11h3 0 

Vantage Point 2  
Leaders: 10h15 
Middle: 12h00 
Back: 13h3 0 



������������������������������������ Swellendam - Bredasdorp (Wednesday 2nd April 2008) 
 

 
 
Vantage Point 1  – Juliesfontein  

This vantage point is on private farm land – enjoy the rural hospitality of the farmers while waiting for the 
riders to come through to the first water point of the day. There is no rush from here, as your next viewing 
point will only be at the finish in Bredasdorp. 
 
How to get there 
*Expected driving time is 60 minutes from the start and 80 minutes to the finish. 
 

·  From Swellendam, take the N2 towards Cape Town for 12km, then turn left on the R319 to 
Bredasdorp.  

·  After 26km, turn left. Proceed for ±14.5km passing 'Die Kop', 'Sans Souci', 'Nuysty' and 
'Beyersdal'.  

·  At the T-junction, turn left towards Malgas.  
·  Proceed for 19.5km, passing 'Bosfontein' and 'Wydgeleë' to the vantage point at Juliesfontein. 

 
 

Vantage Point 1  
Leaders: 08h30 
Middle: 09h20 
Back: 09h45  
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Vantage Point 1  – Napier  

This is NOT a water point ! Riders will be crossing the R316, so while this gives you the opportunity to 
cheer for them, expect delays on your way towards Hermanus. 
 
How to get there 
*Expected driving time is 15 minutes from the start and 90 minutes to the finish. 
 

·  Leave Bredasdorp on the R316 towards Napier/Caledon.  
·  Riders will be crossing the R316 at the turn off to Elim. 
·   
 

Vantage Point 2  – Raka Wines  

What a better way to wait for the riders than over a glass of wine! Raka Wines promises to be a watering 
hole for riders and spectators alike! 
  
How to get there 
*Expected driving time is 40 minutes from the start and 60 minutes to the finish. 
 

·  From Napier, travel for approx. 27km on the R316.  
·  Turn left onto the R326 to Standford.  
·  Approx. 13.5km from the turn off Raka Wines will be on your left hand side. 

 
 

Vantage Point 1  
Leaders: 07h35 
Middle: 07h50 
Back: 08h10  

Vantage Point 2  
Leaders: 10h15 
Middle: 11h15 
Back: 13h30  

17km 



 

������������������������������������ Hermanus – Oak Valley (Friday 4th April 2008) 
 

 
 

Vantage Point 1  – Albertyn  

Riders will have mastered their first challenge of the day – Babilonstoring Nature Reserve. But the next 
one awaits – a loose climb gaining 500m in altitude, so riders better fill up at this water point. 
 
How to get there 
*Expected driving time is 25 minutes from the start and 60 minutes to the finish. 
 

·  From Hermanus, take the R43 towards the N2 for 14.5km.  
·  Take the first right turn off to Karwyderskraal and proceed for 10km to the vantage point. 

 

Vantage Point 1  
Leaders: 08h25 
Middle: 09h10 
Back: 09h50  



������������������������������������ Oak Valley - Lourensford (Saturday 5th April 2008) 
 

 
 

Vantage Point 1  – Grabouw Country Club  

The Grabouw Country Club offers an idyllic setting, right next to the Eikenhof Dam, so pack your costume 
if it’s a hot day! Once your team has come through, make sure to promptly depart to not miss their arrival 
at the Lourensford finish line. 
 
How to get there 
*Expected driving time is 15 minutes from the start and 60 minutes to the finish. 
 

·  From the N2, Take the Elgin turnoff right. 
·  Drive to Grabouw and turn right onto Worcester Street towards the Elgin Country Club.  
·  Follow the road for 1km and then turn right over the railway tracks and bear left. Proceed for 

±1.7km. The vantage point is at the Grabouw Country Club. 
 

Vantage Point 1  
Leaders: 09h40 
Middle: 10h10 
Back: 10h50  


